
Vanity Night Club - illegal nuisance
Thank you to all the positive respon-
ses on the Vanity Night Club e-mail
from the Groenkloof Residents’
Association, sent on 04 July 2017.
Herewith more information on a
preliminary plan of action. 
Unfortunately there have been
many failed attempts to close
Vanity and we need to come up
with a different approach.
Members from the Muckleneuk
Lukasrand Property Owners and
Residents Association (MLPORA) is
also involved. We, Groenkloof and
Muckleneuk need to join forces if
we want to get something done.
As an introduction, I am Mia from
35A Herbert Baker. I started a noise
detection WhatsApp group last
year in an attempt to identify where
the noise was coming from. The
group has been successful to some
extent. Those on the WhatsApp
noise group will know that we have
many times blamed Vanity, to only
find out that it was in fact another
club in Sunnyside. Another member
from MLPORA has tried for 4 years to
get some cooperation on the
Sunnyside clubs. He started a peti-
tion and also tried to get a meeting
with the MMC.
The last feedback we received
from Councillor Shaun Wilkinson,
after the MLPORA member
approached him to assist with get-
ting a meeting with the MMC:
“As of the 1st of July, as Councillors
we may no longer communicate
directly with the officials, on the
WhatsApp Groups created by them.
I am not sure if this includes other
forms of direct communication as
we are requesting more clarity on
this embargo.
Until further notice, could you please
direct all your queries, complaints

and issues to:
customercare@tshwane.gov.za or
012 358 9999. When you receive a
reference no. please share it with
me and I will escalate it to the
Regional Executive Director, post
the “Norms and Standards” of the
Region 3.”
Our plan is as follows: 
1. We want to use the current

WhatsApp group to identify
where the noise is coming from
and report it. It was decided that
the WhatsApp group will be used,
to get as many people as possible
to complain. After this, an e-mail
will be drafted, which everyone
can then forward as per
Councillor Wilkinson’s suggestion. 

2. Another petition will be started,
since the previous one was not
successful (or rather ignored), we
need to put ultimatums in place.
We need the petition to state
that ‘rates and taxes’ will be with-
held. Legal advice on this will be
sought, to ensure that our
process’s approach is legal.  

3. We are also strongly considering
taking our complaints to the
press. There have been numerous
failed attempts to close Vanity
and it suggests that something
else is going on. Press coverage
on Vanity and suspected illegal
operations due to the club
remains a concern.

We need the communities to help: 
1. We need names and addresses

of the clubs and taverns.
Currently on our list: Vanity and
Bajabuile. Irregular parties will
also be covered (such as the
renting of the office parks for
Christmas functions).
It is of the utmost importance that
the noise gets correctly identified.

This can all be done by use of the
WhatsApp group. When there is
loud music, active participation
will be needed on the WhatsApp
group, to identify and get confir-
mation on the location.
Please let me know if I can add
you to the WhatsApp group to
assist with this. 

2. Residents are needed to phone
and follow the formal complaint
route. As stated above, I will
send a draft email to all partici-
pants so that all can send an
e-mail to Council.

3. We need everyone to sign the
petition. Please let me know if
you are willing to withhold pay-
ment of your rates and taxes
(after we get legal opinion on
this). We urge residents to assist
and need maximum participa-
tion in order for this to work (a
large amount of homes not pay-
ing their rates and taxes will make
a large impact).  

4. We need residents with legal
background to assist with the
legal issues. We have some funds
available for this. Please let me
know if you know of anyone who
can assist us. 

5. Please also advise if you know of
anyone from the press who can
assist with this.  

6. If anyone has any correspon-
dence on previous efforts to
close other clubs or any other
failed petitions, please forward
this to me. 

7. Lastly, we need everyone to
spread the word and get all your
neighbours to assist as well.

Let me know if you have any
queries, concerns or suggestions. 

Thank you! Mia: 
082 452 6495; mia@solveco.co.za
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Monitored Access for Groenkloof - Where are we?
As previously mentioned, the
project has three phases. The first
phase was to obtain 67% support
from the residents and to apply to
the council for permission to have
monitored access implemented.
This was done and approval was
received on 25 November 2016. 
The second phase is advertising
the project and to collect the
funds required to construct the
boom gates, fences and ca-
meras and erect this infra-
structure. The estimated cost is
R 5.8 mil and we have to date
collected R 4.8 mil or 83%. 
We did receive one objection
from a resident. This objection is
referred to the Strategic Land

Development Tribunal to hear the
matter and make a ruling. Only
after this tribunal has heard the
matter and if found in our favour
and rejects the objection, we are
entitled to start with the construc-
tion of the infrastructure to have
monitored access.
In the meantime, we have gone
out on tender and are evaluating
the tenders currently as we
believe we will still collect the
balance of the funds required.
We will be able to implement a
large portion of the initial plan if
we are successful in having the
objection rejected.
The third phase after the con-
struction is to manage the whole

project including the appoint-
ment of a manager to manage
the project. This includes the
management of the guards,
cameras and maintenance. To
maintain the monitored access,
we estimate the monthly cost to
be R850, which includes alarm
response. It is important to note
this calculation of R 850 is based
on the residents who indicated
they will support the project.  
We will hold a public meeting to
provide detailed feedback on the
progress as soon as we have
concluded the SLDT hearing.
If you require more information
you can contact the Groenkloof
Safety Initiative at gsi@bwise.co.za

Raising of Awareness and Funds
 This newsletter has attempted to

explain the workings of the vari-
ous committees / organisations in
Groenkloof, and to make the res-
idents aware of the hard work
being done.

 By maintaining the standards of
safety, security, cleanliness, envi-
ronmental, etc. keeps
Groenkloof a special suburb and
a residential area of choice.
This in turn increases the value of
the properties, enhances the liv-
ing standards and should reduce
insurance costs.

 We are fortunate to live in a su-
burb which has many facilities
closeby - hospital, shops, restau-
rants, nature reserves, a gym,
parks, old age homes, filling sta-
tion, sports clubs (when the
speedsters are not around),

embassies, variety of residential
options.
However, it obviously costs to
keep the suburb, the parks and
the nature reserves in pristine
condition.

THE GRA IS PRESENTLY BUSY WITH THE
FOLLOWING PROJECTS
 Supporting the Groenkloof

monitored access project.
 Precinct plan and spatial devel-

opment planning to secure and
maintain the character of
Groenkloof for the future.

 Communication via Newsletters,
Facebook, Whatsapp groups, to
keep the residents constantly
informed.

 Safety and security.
 Environmental matters.
 Town planning items, and limiting

illegal businesses, illegal con-

struction, etc. which will be detri-
mental to Groenkloof.

 Cleaning of Groenkloof
WE THEN MAKE A SPECIAL APPEAL
TO, PLEASE
 Assist financially by subscribing to

the GRA at only R 260.00/annum.
 Assist financially by making

donations for the cleaning up of
the environment.

 Give of your time and expertise
to assist in improving Groenkloof.

 Make your contribution to the
GSI for the monitored access
project.

OUR BANKING DETAILS
 GRA, FNB Brooklyn branch

251345), account 6205 481 0207.
Reference: Your street name
and number.

Groenkloof Residents, please assist!
074 740 4444 / admin@groenkloof.info

HI-RISK
EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

Patrol cars: 083 781 4489 / 074 075 8333
Emergencies: 083 382 8889
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